Park System Scope

® 419 parks

@ 37,000 acres (70% in conservation)
® 11.5% of the land in MoCo

® 490 miles of streams

@ 968 miles of property boundaries!!!!
® 43 historic sites

® 114 historic structures

® 284 athletic fields, 227 basketball,
courts, and 297 tennis courts

® QOver 250 miles of trails




Parks, Recreation, Open Spaces Plan (PROS) 2022
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Montgomery County
Parks, Recreation, and
Open Space Plan

“Through cultural programming and
interpretation, events, and physical
design, park space and programs can
and should be used to foster a sense of
community identity in Montgomery
County.

Parks must stay abreast of trends in —
and lead the way in developing —
engaging programs that foster
community, civic engagement, and
social cohesion.

Parks must also use parks to tell the
story of Montgomery County’s history,
culture, and natural resources. ”

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 2



What is Remarkable Montgomery: Untold Stories?

J, “‘\
N

UNTOLD
STORIES

a program that collaborates with communities throughout the county
to produce physical and digital visitor experiences that share inclusive
historical and cultural narratives with the public and invite the public to
share their own stories

Formally launched in 2023
Parks’ scope is parkland without existing interpretive facilities
Intended to be multi-platform

Run by the Cultural Resources Stewardship Section

®©@ © ® ® @

In collaboration with Montgomery Planning’s Historic Preservation
Office

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 3



Middle Ground, outdoor public space exhibition produced by the Exploratorium, San Francisco

Foster a sense of belonging

Encourage social cohesion and connectivity

Bring forward, examine, and celebrate
experiences of historically underrepresented
groups

Connect the places where people live, play,
and explore with content that helps them
see themselves, their neighbors, and the
places around them in new ways

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 4
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® Highly collaborative

-V ® Community-inspired and informed

® Audience aware

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 6



Who is it for?

e residents

e Ccommunity
stakeholders

e park users

e PROS priority
demographics —
teens, seniors,

younger adults of
working age

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks




How are stories/sites selected?

® Existing and ongoing research by CRSS staff
and other subject matter experts

Park Activities

® Community input

sports, hiking,
walking, biking,
picnicking, playing,
gardening, birding, activation events, etc.

® PROS priorities and Equity Focus Areas

® Partnership potential (internal & external)

Personal/communal
meanings

Heritage

Events, people, communities with: How do people connect to parks?

ow is identity/culture/community created
and expressed within parks?

-historic connections to places
that are now parkland

What meanings do people
make of/in these public places?

-stories/lives that connect to
larger historical narratives
(e.g. Civil Rights)

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 8



Overview of sites

Browse Stories

Guarinello, Elena (Elena.Guarinello@montgomeryparks.org) is signed in]

Meet people who have spoken up for their beliefs, fought for change, and served their communities. Explore

stories of resilience and strong community bonds amid discrimination.

Download Untold Stories Map

MONTGOMERY PARKS

] untoid Stories Content
1 indigemaus Belationships

COUNTY

The Center of Emory Grove When Girl Scouts Sued

Johnson's Local Park Rockwood Special Park

- 1l e " WrmaTon bt
MomgomenyPmhs.ong shrae

Descargar el mapa de Historias no

. ' ; g " contadas
Indigenous Relationships with An Educator and Recreation Leader
Waterways ]
Spencerville Local Park MONTGOMERY PARKS
Blockhouse Point Conservation Park I D Aok ot |

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 9



Untold Stories interpretive signage

We Are Still Here

Taday Piscataway peoples remain in their
homelands, continuing their culture and
exercising their sovereign rights.

Indigenous Peoplas in Maryland

Far b T oy
homelands of the Tk et e, gzt
Piscataway. They lived here for thousands of years before Europeans A S A T
anived i the 16005, Tight-hnit communities continue in Southerm
Maryland despits landl loss, conficts, forced removals, and 20th

ioni ogrized

In201 rece
the Piscataway Conoy Tribe and the Piscataway Indian Hation.
Fighting for Indigenous Rights
Fuslad by the American Indian Mevement and
the endof federal termination policies, the
1670s bagan a period of political and cultural
revitalization for many Native naticns.

Decadesbefors, Piscatawiay leader Chisf
Turkey Tayac (1895-1975) began working on
behalfof his people. He traveled nationally to
raise awareness, and passed down cultural

sovereign rights, and to.educats the public.

Many Piscataway people also participate
W n Larger Indigencus movements, such as
protecting sacred sites, asserting ights to
SIS S R orwough epinstionand g
e e e

ekt s ascan.
o

| Crescent Trail
Bethesda

REMARKABLE MONTGOMERY: UNTOLD RIES

Native American Veterans

Indigenous people have served
continuously in the United States
military since the American
Revolution.

Chief Turkey Tayac (1895-1978)

] f Turkey Tay. .3
triba native to Maryland. Hawas one ofover 12,000 Indigenous
men whoserved In the military during World War |. Following
his tour in France, Turkay retured to the United Statos with a

armed forces at a rate five times the national average.

Women Warriors
Tod of: female.
women took on i
Warlto

front Unes in Afghanistan. Indigenous women veterans in Maryland
include Piscataway Conoy tribal members Lisa A. Savoy ffar left) an

i the LLS. Air For  and Dawn
Savoy-Dyette (lef], a Combat Telacommunication Certter Op in the
U5, Army (1983-1950). M. Savoy complated tours n Mississipp, San
Vito, taly, and Fort Meade, Maryland. Ms. Savoy.Dyette was stationec
in Germany, Panarma, New York, and Alabama.

Membarclthe Tagac

concr e ol

Rock Creek Trail
Bethesda

ohood Par
Cloverly

| Frst Glen NeighborhoodPark

Silver Spring

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 10



How are stories/sites selected?

® Existing and ongoing research by CRSS staff
and other subject matter experts

Park Activities

® Community input sports, hiking,
walking, biking,
picnicking, playing,

gardening, birding, activation events, etc.

® PROS priorities and Equity Focus Areas

® Partnership potential (internal & external)

Personal/communal
meanings

Heritage

How do people connect to parks?

Events, people, communities with:

ow is identity/culture/community created
and expressed within parks?

-historic connections to places
that are now parkland

What meanings do people
make of/in these public places?

-stories/lives that connect to
larger historical narratives
(e.g. Civil Rights)

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 11



Black Baseball pilot
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How are stories/sites selected?

® Existing and ongoing research by CRSS staff
and other subject matter experts

Park Activities

® Community input sports, hiking,
walking, biking,
picnicking, playing,

gardening, birding, activation events, etc.

® PROS priorities and Equity Focus Areas

® Partnership potential (internal & external)

Personal/communal
meanings

Heritage

How do people connect to parks?

Events, people, communities with:

ow is identity/culture/community created
and expressed within parks?

-historic connections to places
that are now parkland

What meanings do people
make of/in these public places?

-stories/lives that connect to
larger historical narratives
(e.g. Civil Rights)

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 13



LGTBQ+ & Public Parks - Personal Meaning

EO

Carson St
5]
Y :
o % ﬁg / 8
53 a L ~ =
' x| % . Wewould always go onwalks on the path near the creek. | was walking ahead of you and spinning *
N We'll go fishing here together, Just you and me with our arms Intertwined- and once It gets dark. we can o‘%% around. When | turned to see vou, vou had this look In your eve. At the time, | thought that must have i
T listen to the sllent night with only each other In our minds... hopefully, say 'yves’ when the time comes, | | . you.y ¥ Y ) : g Nis Aya
BT | 4} been when you fell In love with me. Looking back, | think that's the moment | fell In love with you and the Ave
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“Queering the Map is a community generated counter-
mapping platform for digitally archiving LGBTQ2IA+
experience in relation to physical space.”

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 14



LGBTQ+ & Public Parks — Programmed Events

Recent Parks events

(not a complete list)

® Pride Walk (2021)

® Pride in the Park Comedy Show
2022-present)

@® Drag Story Hour (2022-present)
® Pride Night Hike (2024)

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 15



LGTBQ+ & Public Parks — History & Public Visibility

The first county-wide Pride events Mgﬂtg omery Pr dt Day
were held in public parks. S

INAAY, JLUFE f 1 |

sponsored by

® 1993 — Parklawn Local Park
® 1994 — Hillandale Local Park cponsoredby
® 1995 — Valley Mill Special Park o o Montgomer

County
Morth of Pride acthitiss: .

® 1996 — Lake Needwood, Rock [ o o gras fostiv R
Creek Regional Park rpowta e e

signed for the : Prizees will b swearded for the |

hearing-impaired une 323

art ibow ot Savory Cafe, Tako
works of logal artiet Sarah Fa
Opening recaption Wadnesday
B30 pim

Beear, wine, and liguor
Are Frn|1|b'|tpd in the

park.

For more information June 13 and 17 — 730 pm,

Pde withoct Bordets

about Prids contact book resdings st Borders Boo
GLIC at 301-231-3550 White Flimt, N300 Eochdlla Fik
(e-mail glicEhis.com). Juner 12 — author Fenton Joh

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 16



| NEWS

Montgomery Gays warily
eye Pride Day opposition

by Kristina Campbell

Organizers of this month’s first-ever
Mongamery County Gay pride day are
keeping tabs on the activities of a Rock-
ville woman who has called for a petition
apposing the event.

Bonniz 1. Berger, co-chair of the Gay
and Lesbian Interests Censortium of
Montgomery County, forwarded to the
Blade a copy of a letter written by Linda
Case which asks for panicipation in a
praycr ¥igil and other actions in response
1o the pride event. Montgomery County's
LesBiGay Pride Day, scheduled for Sat-
urday, June 26, from noon e 6 pm., will
bel‘:txt Parklawn Park in Rockville, Berger
said,

Case declined to be mierviewed for
this story and would not say on the record
how many people she had sent her leuer
to. Berger said she obtained a copy after
Park Police notified ber that Case had
been calling them with concerns about
the pride event.

In her letter, Case indicated that Park
Police and Rockville City Police support
her position.

She wrote that Lr. Timothy Boyle of
the Park Police — with whom Berger has
becn working in organizing the event —
wid Case that he met with GLIC and
“laid down the law.”

"He will NOT tolerate any drugs,
nudity, traffic obstruction, bizare cos-
tumes, hondage-type entertainment, etc.,”
the letter said. * ... [Boyle and Rockville
police] both assured me that the event
would be canceled and people dispersed
immediately if any of this behavior is
manifested.”

Berger said the permit for the pride
event was obtained by GLIC at least a
month aga, and it specifies that no more

than 200 people can amend becauss of
occupancy reguirements at the pack. If
anti-Gay protesters were to picket the
site, she said, they would have o do so
along Viers Mill Road, which is about
half a mile from the picnic site and out of
view.

She said Boyle has iold her that if any
protesters entéred the park during the
permitted time, they could be arresied, In
response o Case's letter about the activ-
ddes for which the event would be
canceled, Berger said that Boyle told her
“he didn't have any idea where she got
that information,”

Berger said that Boyle called her
yestorday, Junc 3, o say he'd been
contacted by Case, and that afier lnoking
al the pride event site, she no longer had
concems about the event. But Berger said
they will stay in 1ouch with Boyle about
any further activitics Case may be plan-
ming.

Bayle did not retum a reporter’s call by
Blade desdline.

Case's letter is addressed “Dear God-
fearing citizen of the U.8.A." Along with
asking recipients to join in a 40-day
prayer vigil, it gives the time and location
of a showing of The Gay Agenda, an ant-
Gay video that shows clips of some of the
more radical activity at Gay Pride events.
It also asks recipients o write letters w©
the editor of the Rockville newspaper and
call the Park Police with any questions
abaut how the event will be handicd.

Although Casc would not say on the
record what exactly the petition she iz
calling for requests, she said in her leuer
that it is “a peuuon of opposition” that
will be submitted to Guy Bauman, chair
of the Mongomery County Planning
Board. W

18 - THE WASHINGTON BLADE - Jons 17, 1084

by Darice Clark

A few husdred people braved
e rain o anend Mostgomery
Counny's second anual LesBs
Gay Pride celebranon on Saiur
day, Jume 11,

Despite the gray closds and
light sherwers, people selaned,
politcians nebwrked, sl en-
tertninery performed. A houl 200
people  siended, saad Lloyd
Leifer. a festival co-chasr

Some folkx shared umbrellas
and comversed while others
played Prishes or caich during
the lighi rmin showers. Most
agreed it wis @ fun and worth-
while time degpare the rain

“This evenl & Impomam Lo
me,” il Joamme Suaes “[ve
lived in Takoma Park for mx
years. I'm real exciied abost 3"

“To be with my frends
see whai Monigomery Coeniy
hias s> offer Gays and Leshisns
liviag in Moscgomery County,”
s wiyy Duve Jiorob of Bethe-
o, M., said b wesl b e ol
ehrataon,

=1 like ihai i is bess indense
than LT, Pradie and Black Pride
It is move like Family.” sxid Fred
Mamon of Takoma Park, Md.

I think #t's kisd of fun I'm
pleased there sve @ bou of cands
dues bere” sand Elissa Tumer
of Silver Spring, M. 1 feed Tor
ihe first eme | mikght bave a can
didaie e maght really repre
SEAL MYy Viws"

Several locsl polcizians spole
il the festival, had ootk S22 ufi,
or socislred with the erraed

Montpomery County Coun-
cilmember Ivish Legpen (DAl
Large) and Maryland Staie Sen
Mary Boerpers addressed ihe
audience from the siage.

“This 15 an ansual event and
we will work oy esure i e
bener ard bigger cach year,”
sald Leggem, wha i ninséag fof
re-glection k B coencil

“To make sure that Maryland
is moving forward, [Maryian
ders] need o make soe we have
an adminisiratios that reflects
e diversicy of Maryland,” said
Boespers, who il rusning o
(POvETRIN.

Councilmember Bruce
Adarna {D- A8 Larpe) snd fomser
Rockwille Mayor [koug Duncan
{1} also were presend at e fes-
tival. Both are renning for
COUNTY ERECUIVE.

Local News

Hundreds brave rain for Montgomery Coumy Pride

Jobn Hasnay, an openly Gay
faf who Bofusing for e
Maryland House of Delegmes,
wtaled his own bosoth &t the cel-
chration.

Prince Ceorge's County Ei-
eoutive Parris Glendemag (00
dida™ snesa the Festival be-
cause Bis sl “gave him he
day off” fior his Thirthday, said
David Sekdin, press secrewary for
Gilendening's gwbernmorial

County Councilmember Der.
ick Berlage (D-Desrict 5} pee-
senied & proclamstion declaning
Juss 11 Lesbian. Bisexual, and
Cay Pride Dy im #w comty
The cities of Eochkville and
Takoms Park alss pranied simi-
| prroec] amiticons

Communily servics awards
were piven o fosr individuals
fisr (heir imtrosenisl mnles s

pasing an smendmen o the
county’s himas relason code
profecting people apaing ds-
craminathon hassd on sl o
Entilin.

The eecipicats were Rohen
Coggis, former co-chair of e
Seburhan Marylind Leshisn and
Cay Allancs; Soesrl Hareey, a
longuime comary activisy, Perl
Jude Radeche, former Leshian
rights cooedismor of the coms-
v's Magional Orgamiration for
Women md now exscutive di-
rector of the Matiomal Gay and
Leshian Tk Force; smd Susan
Silber, & Taloma Park, Md. city
TN,

Open Door Meiropolitam
Community Cheech in Bogpds,
bid, pecwned e communEy
service awand for a proup,

Orpen Dioor MCC was pecog-
nized for building “their owm
wisrkhin Taility an seell ux 3 Gaw

mmun—.uﬂ.ﬂ--mua—.ﬁm

and Leshisn commumity conter
in Boyds, [Bus] Flling & need
fof the Chay comsmunity m the
wpper county and rural Mary-
land area,” noted a GLIC press
medeans

The enierismment for the day
inclodod local mescians, live
oy, wd drag perfoemers, Co
medianiperfiomer  Domsthy A,
Hirsch wist ihe Emoee.

GGifis for rafTle tickets inclnd-
ed CDs domssed by Kemp Ml
Music; gift cenificases  from
Tower Becords and the Leather
Rack; s o feee dinses o Spin-
naiier’s Reannmss

Wi beoke numbers from et
year, iripled exhibgors from last
year, had politiclans and
ware high.” said GLEC Co-chair
Boraie J. Besger. The festival
"mer ol of owr end de-
mivesr I wena m gl onecvoe W

Gay and Leshian Interests Consortium (GLIC)

presents

MonTGOMERY PRIDE

From Silence to
Celebration

Celebrate Pride with a party in the park.
Sunday, June 4, 1995 from noon to 8 p.m.

Valley Mill Park
1620 Randelph Rd., Colesville, MD

Volunteer! we'l nsed plenty of help
on the day of the event

Advertise in our 1995 PMortgomery Pride
Program. This program will contain resource
infarmation for our community and will be
distributed to all who attend Montgomery Pride,
The program will also be given to members of
local community organizations. (The deadline
for advertisers s May 10

Sell YOUF WAres or dlsp'ﬂy
wour information,

- . . . 1

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 17



OVERALL, MONTGOMERY COUNTY IS WELCOMING TO LGBTQ+ COMMUNITIES.

Most respondents agreed Montgomery County is a safe place to live openly as a member of the LGBTQ+ community,
with 74.7% of respondents agreeing or strongly agreeing and 6.3% disagreeing or strongly disagreeing with the

statement, “Overall, Montgomery County is welcoming to LGBTQ+ communities.”

500 55.0%

400 —

300 —

200

Number of Respondents

100

@)

https://montgomerycountypride.org/2023-Igbtg-survey-report

B stongly Agree
W ssree

" Neutral

B Disagree

. Strongly Disagree

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks
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LGTBQ+ — 2023 Community Survey

Over the past year, were you treated differently and/or discriminated against because of your
sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression in any of the following areas? Check

all that apply.

In a public space

In my workplace

In a faith-based setting (e.g.,
church, synagogue, temple, etc.)

In school

In my neighborhood

In a healthcare setting

Somewhere else

In a mental/behavioral
healthcare setting

In a criminal justice/law
enforcement setting

While trying to get housing

12.7%
12.2%
11.3%
10.6%
10.6%
10.1%
6.2%
4.3
] 1 l 1 J
50 100 150 200

Number of Respondents

https://montgomerycountypride.org/2023-Igbtg-survey-report

23.8%

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks
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LGTBQ+ — 2023 Community Survey

IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT WOULD MAKE MONTGOMERY COUNTY SAFER AND
MORE WELCOMING TO LGBTQ+ COMMUNITIES?

MORE VISIBILITY

1. COMMUNICATE INCLUSION

» Public Facing LGBTQ+ + Explicit Statements of » Pronoun use and other
Resource/Business Support from Leadership inclusive language

Directory « LGBTQ+ inclusion in » Information & Resource

+ Flags and other affirming programs and materials Sharing

symbols/signs . Campaigns

2. PRIDE AND OTHER COMMUNITY EVENTS

3. LGETQ+ REPRESENTATION IN GOVERNMENT
» Programing Beyond Pride + Pride Month Recognition

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 20
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LGTBQ+ Heritage, Culture, & Visibility

Questions we’re asking:

® How might we share the park-
specific 90s story in ways that
connect with and are
meaningful to park patrons and
LGBTQ+ residents today?

® How might a public
intervention not only provide
visibility but create
opportunities for new modes
of expression?

Some first steps:

@® Additional research

@® Outreach

® Collect first-person accounts
@® Audience evaluation

® Sites and brainstorming

September 19, 2024 M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks
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re, W

Rebeccah Ballo

Montgomery Planning

Historic Preservation Supervisor
Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org

301.563.3404

Elena Guarinello

Montgomery Parks

Cultural Heritage Specialist
Elena.Guarinello@montgomeryparks.org

301.563.7533
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: X
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3 4!’"““ .,,_i"-:“.'
! i X


mailto:Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:Elena.Guarinello@montgomeryparks.org
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