
Introduction to Montgomery Parks

County map of parkland



Parks, Recreation, Open Spaces Plan (PROS) 2022
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“Through cultural programming and 
interpretation, events, and physical 
design, park space and programs can 
and should be used to foster a sense of 
community identity in Montgomery 
County.

Parks must stay abreast of trends in – 
and lead the way in developing – 
engaging programs that foster 
community, civic engagement, and 
social cohesion. 

Parks must also use parks to tell the 
story of Montgomery County’s history, 
culture, and natural resources. ”
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◉ Formally launched in 2023
◉ Parks’ scope is parkland without existing interpretive facilities

◉ Intended to be multi-platform
◉ Run by the Cultural Resources Stewardship Section
◉ In collaboration with Montgomery Planning’s Historic Preservation 

Office

a program that collaborates with communities throughout the county 
to produce physical and digital visitor experiences that share inclusive 
historical and cultural narratives with the public and invite the public to 
share their own stories

What is Remarkable Montgomery: Untold Stories?



Goals
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◉ Foster a sense of belonging

◉ Encourage social cohesion and connectivity

◉ Bring forward, examine, and celebrate 
experiences of historically underrepresented 
groups

◉ Connect the places where people live, play, 
and explore with content that helps them 
see themselves, their neighbors, and the 
places around them in new ways

Middle Ground, outdoor public space exhibition produced by the Exploratorium, San Francisco



Outcomes
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◉ Increased representation in parks

◉ Increased levels of engagement with history 
and culture from those who already seek it 
out, as well as from “accidental learners”



Values
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◉ Highly collaborative

◉ Community-inspired and informed

◉ Audience aware



Who is it for?

● residents
● community 

stakeholders
● park users
● PROS priority 

demographics – 
teens, seniors, 
younger adults of 
working age
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How are stories/sites selected?

◉ Existing and ongoing research by CRSS staff 
and other subject matter experts

◉ Community input

◉ PROS priorities and Equity Focus Areas
◉ Partnership potential (internal & external)
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Overview of sites 
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Untold Stories interpretive signage

Forest Glen Neighborhood Park
Silver Spring

Peachwood Neighborhood Park
Cloverly

Capital Crescent Trail
Bethesda

Rock Creek Trail
Bethesda



How are stories/sites selected?

◉ Existing and ongoing research by CRSS staff 
and other subject matter experts

◉ Community input

◉ PROS priorities and Equity Focus Areas
◉ Partnership potential (internal & external)
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Black Baseball pilot 

● Park locations that overlap with 
former sandlot fields 

● Temporary sign
● Sticker giveaway
● Call for input
● Launch for a larger initiative
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How are stories/sites selected?

◉ Existing and ongoing research by CRSS staff 
and other subject matter experts

◉ Community input

◉ PROS priorities and Equity Focus Areas
◉ Partnership potential (internal & external)
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LGTBQ+ & Public Parks - Personal Meaning

“Queering the Map is a community generated counter-
mapping platform for digitally archiving LGBTQ2IA+ 
experience in relation to physical space.”
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Recent Parks events 
(not a complete list)

◉ Pride Walk (2021)
◉ Pride in the Park Comedy Show 

(2022-present)
◉ Drag Story Hour (2022-present)
◉ Pride Night Hike (2024)

LGBTQ+ & Public Parks – Programmed Events



LGTBQ+ & Public Parks – History & Public Visibility 

The first county-wide Pride events 
were held in public parks.

◉ 1993 – Parklawn Local Park 
◉ 1994 – Hillandale Local Park
◉ 1995 – Valley Mill Special Park
◉ 1996 – Lake Needwood, Rock 

Creek Regional Park
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LGTBQ+ & Public Parks – History & Public Visibility 



LGTBQ+ – 2023 Community Survey 
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https://montgomerycountypride.org/2023-lgbtq-survey-report



LGTBQ+ – 2023 Community Survey 

M-NCPPC | Montgomery Parks 19
https://montgomerycountypride.org/2023-lgbtq-survey-report



LGTBQ+ – 2023 Community Survey 
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LGTBQ+ Heritage, Culture, & Visibility 

Questions we’re asking:

◉ How might we share the park-
specific 90s story in ways that 
connect with and are 
meaningful to park patrons and 
LGBTQ+ residents today?

◉ How might a public 
intervention not only provide 
visibility but create 
opportunities for new modes 
of expression?  

Some first steps:

◉ Additional research 
◉ Outreach 
◉ Collect first-person accounts
◉ Audience evaluation
◉ Sites and brainstorming
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Rebeccah Ballo
Montgomery Planning
Historic Preservation Supervisor
Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org
301.563.3404

Elena Guarinello
Montgomery Parks
Cultural Heritage Specialist
Elena.Guarinello@montgomeryparks.org
301.563.7533

mailto:Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org
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